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5 danuary 19¢8 


Menorandua for Golene]l Riley F, Ennis 
tutelligence Division 
Roova 28756, Pentagon Suilding 


uy dese Colonel Enndas 


Ypon further refleotion IT would Liles to yeiterate in writing the 
propogal that Lis Bagnall and I made to you the other day in regard to the 
Burepsan document situation, IT aw not certain that I left you with « clear 
idea of our thought an the matter. 


Siuge all of the documents in the Suropean theater are under your 
general control, wa would like to sugcest the organisation, with you help 
and blessing, of a group, representative of all the interested agencies. 
including Allied if deemed advisable, for the purpose of meeting in Europe 
som tine bafore the first of April with the power of making on~theespot 
decisions relative to all the documents now being held in Europe that may 
be of iwtersst to any authorized agency. It was hoped by thig means to 
agoaapligh tha followings 


le Elimination from consideration or shipmert of all 
dogunarte not desired by any represented agency. 


de The selection and allocation on the basis of parea- 
mms interest of the desirable docunents. 


By The determination of the order in which the de-«- 
sirable dequsente will be reburned to the United States, 


4&e If possible, the determination of the volume of 
doounerte to be returned to the US per month. 


I was hoped by this means to eliminate wmecessary packing, 
— shipping, more handling and the final destruction in the US of « 
smterial. Tt was also hoped that the dectzienrte currently 
ray td gErontest need could be selected for earliest shipment. Sings there 
may be a sonfliat of interest between the different using agencies 1+ wag 
felt that the representatives on the grows should be given considereble 
awthority and freedom of sotlone 


If representatives of the following were inoluded in the group, 
it would appear to be generally representatives Intelligence Division, War 
Dept.es GNI, Navy Deph.es A~® and Teshnieal Intelligences, Air Foreess State 
Dept.s Library af Congreass FDR, OTA, and possibly the Hoover War Library 
and any Army tewohnioal services interemted, Singe the theater comander has 
firat call on all documents his representative should possibly be the con 
trolling head of thie board with the power of making the first and final 
selections when ond if tw ao desires. 
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Qur advocating thia soheme is uo rafleotion upon anyonm as it is 
common inaarladge that the document situation in Europe has alwaye been in 
a state fax from clear, inasmgh as neerly every organisation wus in the 
business of collogting decwuente suitable for their purposes, Organisations 
sugh aa Fiat, Waxy crimes end iilitary Government ware often rum in com 
tion with one ar more of our allies which further couplinated the docuneat 
altuation, Sinee no one 4n the theater oan be as familiar with the dequ- 
met requircaunts over here as tho loval representatives are, it is felt 
thie would be a wortiehile project. Tt ia not the intention thati this will 
be w large group or that any detailed examination of the doounentie will be 
madie, On the nontrary, a emall group of experte could interview the ousto~ 
dieusa ot eavh repository and by scaniing a few soleated voliwos or aollas- 
tions make on otwtheespot decision. If any additional help om the ground 
is needed 14 omuld probably ba borrowed from agenales already in the 
theaters 


The Foreign Yoounmrts Branch, CTA, has no interest in acquiring 
the physical possession of amy decumonts, Ib ig only hoped to lovate and 
determine the omership of intelligenss material in order that recomen~ 
dations regarding ite exploitation, if and when needed, can be mat 
efflelenbtly made, 


the foregoing is only on the sordition thet the liet and mumery 
of the European dommont situation momertarlly expected does not fully ~ 
moot the dewoxla of the situation. 


Sincerely, 


25X1A 
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